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COOPERATION BETWEEN YUGOSLAV AND ALBANIAN YOUTH
1945—1948

Yugoslavia and Albania began cooperation after the Second World War, which
intensified after the signing of the Treaty of Friendship in 1946. That coop-
eration was ideological, political, cultural, medical, military, etc. The crisis
in Yugoslav-Albanian relations occurred when the Soviet and Albanian party
leadership established direct cooperation, with Enver Hoxha's visit to Moscow
in mid-1947. Finally, Yugoslav aid and co-operation were forgotten when the
Informbiro resolution was passed and when Albania sided with the USSR. Re-
lations between Yugoslavia and Albania were normalized after 1955. Our re-
search is based on the analysis of archival sources and professional literature,
with the help of which we obtained a basis to upgrade the set topic and put it in
the context of relations between Yugoslavia and Albania 1945-1948. The paper
refers to the youth cooperation between Yugoslavia and Albania. The aim of
the paper is to show the intensity of that type of cooperation and what it was
reflected in. Youth organizations promoted mutual cooperation and held con-
gresses. Albanian students studied in Yugoslavia, which provided a number of
scholarships. Albanian youths were taught in Yugoslav factories. Youth organi-
zations, following the example of the Yugoslav ones, participated in voluntary
works in the country and its renewal in that way. An example of Yugoslav-Al-
banian youth co-operation was the construction of the Durres-Elbasan railway.
However, the collapse of Yugoslav-Albanian relations from mid-1947 to the
peak of 1948 also affected this aspect of cooperation. Yugoslav and Albanian
youth returned to their homes, and youth cooperation was severed.
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World War

Introduction: A brief overview of Yugoslav—Albanian relations 1945—-1948

During the Second World War, relations were established between the
Communist Party of Yugoslavia (CPY) and the Communist Party of Albania
(CPA), which gained a new dimension after the war’s end (Dedijer, 1949, p.
17; Mugosa, 1975; Hoxha, 1982, pp. 135-136). Although it didn’t recover
quickly?, the Yugoslav state began providing assistance to Albania. It con-
sisted of ideological, political, economic, healthcare, military and cultural aid.

! For more information, see: Jugoslavija — trideset godina posle oslobodenja i pobede na
fasizmom 1945-1975, 1975, p. 27-28; Kidri¢, 1960; Mitrovi¢, 1988; Milosevi¢, 2015, pp. 277—
278; Zivkovi¢, 1996.
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Yugoslavia and Albania signed two treaties 1945, one in the form of a mili-
tary alliance for the joint fight against the German occupation forces, which
was to be extended in the post-war years, and the other constituting a treaty
on economic cooperation between Yugoslavia and Albania (Borozan, 1995, pp.
513-514; Petranovi¢, 1994, p. 97; Selini¢ & Bajagi¢, 2010, p. 46; Smodlaka,
1986, pp. 220-222).1

The highlight of the cooperation between Yugoslavia and Albania was En-
ver Hoxha's? visit to Yugoslavia in mid—1946 (Babi¢, 1981, p. 68; Zlatar,
1986, p. 112). A treaty on economic co-operation, payments and loans was
signed, followed by a Friendship and Assistance Treaty in Tirana (Dedijer,
1949, pp. 152-154).2 In November 1946, the Agreement on the Harmoniza-
tion of Economic Plans, on the Customs Union and on the Equalization of Cur-
rencies between the two countries was signed, which was a unique example of
regulating economy between two socialist countries (Avramov, 1985, p. 175;
Dedijer, 1949, p. 174).*

In spite of the economic improvement of the Albanian state made pos-
sible by Yugoslav assistance, mistrust and reservations were evident in the
Albanian leadership. That was the reason why the Albanian leader expressed
his desire for direct co-operation with the USSR.? The two countries signed
the Trade Agreement on 22 June 1947 (Borozan, 1999, p. 50; Dimi¢, 2010,
p. 245; Hoxha, 1979, pp. 565-90; Komatina, 1995, pp. 65—66; Pollo & Puto,
1974, p. 308; Zlatar, 1986, p. 135; Zivoti¢, 2015, pp. 161-162). Decline in
relationship between Yugoslavia and Albania was felt in all fields.®

The official separation came after the publication of the Informbiro Resolu-
tion in June 1948. Albania agreed to this resolution and terminated all treaties
with Yugoslavia except the Friendship Treaty, which Yugoslavia terminated
on 12 November 1949 (Borozan, 1997, p. 32; Frasheri, 1964, pp. 336—-337;
Laker, 1999, p. 417; Pipa, 1990, pp. 137-138.). Due to the change in the Al-
banian attitude towards Yugoslavia, the Government of the Federal People's

! Archive of Yugoslavia (Hereafter AY), Fund Presidency of the Government of the Federal
People's Republic of Yugoslavia (Predsednistvo Vlade FNRJ), 50-48-105, Protokol povodom
sklapanja Trgovinskog ugovora, 1 July 1946.

2 Enver HodZa (Djirokastra, 16 October 1908 — Tirana, 11 April 1985) was the supreme
leader of the People’s Republic of Albania from the end of World War II until his death, as
the first secretary of the Communist Albanian Labor Party. He was also the Prime Minister of
Albania from 1944 to 1954 and the Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1946 to 1953 (For more
information, see: Adamovic¢, 1987, p. 162—-171; Balcevski, 1987; Dervishi, 2012, p. 136; Dervishi,
2016, p. 188; Elsie, 2013, p. 207-208; Fevziu, 2011; Fevziu, 2014; Fowkes, 2000, p. 141; Vasfi,
2012; Vikers, Petifer, 1998, p. 12; Zlatar, 1986).

3 AY, Fund Tanjug news agency (Novinska agencija Tanjug), 112-796-797, July 1946; AY,
112-801-802, 4 November 1946.

4 AY, 50-48-105, Ugovor izmedu vlada FNRJ i NRA o uskladivanju privrednih planova,
carinskoj uniji i izjednacenju valuta, 27 November 1946.

5 AY, Fund Commission for International Relations of the Central Committee of the SKJ
(Komisija za medunarodne veze CK SKJ), 507/9, 1/1-127-242, Zabeleske iz izvestaja.

6 AY, 50-48-105, Izvestaj o jugoslovensko-albanskoj privrednoj saradnji, 20 November 1947;
Diplomatic Archive of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Serbia (Belgrade)
(Hereafter: DAMFARS) Political Archives (PA), 1947, folder 3, document No. 1,signature 5598,
Prikaz unutrasnje politicke situacije u Albaniji.
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Republic of Yugoslavia suspended the work of the Embassy in Tirana on 4
June 1950, and dealt with the Albanian government through the Embassy
in Budapest. Albania suspended its embassy in Belgrade on 22 November of
that year (Cvetkovi¢, 2012, p. 206). Yugoslavia and Albania reopened their
diplomatic offices in Tirana and Belgrade in 1954, but relations between the
two countries remained cold and reserved (Borozan, 2005, p. 137; Cvetkovic,
2013).

Yugoslav-albanian youth cooperation

After the end of the Second World War, given the progress of rela-
tions between Yugoslavia and Albania, youth cooperation between the two
countries was established. Youth organizations represented «more or less
transmissions of communist parties in power». Thus, the initiative for hold-
ing the Balkan Congress of Anti-Fascist Youth was given by the youth of
Yugoslavia. From 19 to 22 May 1945, the youth delegations of Yugoslavia,
Albania, Bulgaria and Greece worked out a congress platform in Belgrade
(Mitrovié, 1997, p. 194; Zivkovié¢, 1980, p. 14). In July 1945, the Congress
of Anti-Fascist Youth of the Balkan Countries was held in Belgrade. At that
time, 50 delegates and 29 observers came from Albania (100 delegates and
54 observers from Bulgaria, one delegate and 29 observers from Greece, 46
delegates from Romania and 90 delegates and 206 observers from Yugosla-
via). On that occasion, Yugoslav president Josip Broz Tito addressed the
youth and called on them to cooperate in the fight for peace (Mijalkovi¢ &
Brajovi¢, 1980, pp. 8-9).

With the aim of developing and strengthening ties among young people,
the Balkan Youth Council was created. During its existence in Yugoslavia,
there were, among others, 11 delegations of Albanian youth with 278 young
people. Yugoslav and Albanian youth had a very developed cooperation in
the first postwar years. From August 1944 to May 1945, Nijaz Dizdarevic
was, among other things, an instructor of the Central Committee of the
Association of Communist Youth of Yugoslavia (SKOJ) at the Central Com-
mittee of the Albanian Communist Youth. Brana Petrovi¢, a member of the
Politburo of the Central Committee of the SKOJ, was also sent to Albania
to provide assistance in working with the youth. Youth organizations print-
ed brochures in Yugoslavia for the needs of Albanian youth, and cooper-
ated in exhibitions. The Albanian anti-fascist youth organization (BRASH)
developed on the model of United Alliance of Anti-Communist Youth of
Yugoslavia. Work actions were organized similarly as in Yugoslavia, they
exchanged work brigades and delegations (Mitrovi¢, 1997, p. 197). In De-
cember 1945, when the United Alliance of Anti-Fascist Youth of Vojvodina
held its first congress, in addition to guests from Greece, Bulgaria, Roma-
nia and the USSR, there were also representatives of the youth of Albania
(Mijalkovi¢&Brajovi¢, 1980, p. 2—-3).

The following year, 1946, cooperation between the Yugoslav and Albanian
states continued on the issue of youth. This was also shown by the fact, stated
by the Yugoslav envoy Josip Perda, that «the majority of youth leaders sought
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closer ties and fuller cooperation with Yugoslavia».! Good relations were re-
flected in the level of Albanian students who studied in Yugoslavia. The Al-
banian government expressed a desire to send 50 students to Yugoslavia, but
since the University of Belgrade was overloaded, they should have gone to the
universities of Zagreb and Ljubljana.? In January 1946, the Yugoslav govern-
ment approved scholarships for 15 Albanian students and wanted to accept an
unlimited number of students who would study at their own expense.?

Youth organizations in Albania, following the example of the Yugoslav
ones, participated in voluntary works in the country and its renewal in that
way (Petranovi¢, 1964, p. 19). Albanian youth, in their newspaper Rinia,
wrote a lot about the work of youth in Yugoslavia. In the Yugoslav propa-
ganda, it was assessed that BRASH shows great interest in the problems of
the Yugoslav youth, that «many things are sometimes and quite consistently
transferred to their organization». They used Yugoslav materials abundantly,
sent their delegations, and the leaders often came. One hundred Albanian
students spent their summers in Slovenia in 1946, while 300 were studying
various trades. A brigade of 192 Albanians was on the construction of the
Brcko-Banoviéi railway. A total of 312 young people stayed in Yugoslavia in
1946 (Mitrovi¢, 1997, p. 198). Bashkimi began publishing texts about the vol-
untary work of the youth, which spread rapidly, so in March 1946, the unions
and the youth issued a proclamation for the May Day competition. Albanian
youth, in cooperation with the workers, volunteered to rebuild the country.*
Work has begun on the construction of the Pishkopeja-Kuks road, with the
participation of the Albanian population. This road was 65 km long.’Through
voluntary work, the Stiken canal was built in the vicinity of Kuks®, as well as
the Berat-Korovode railway. Burned houses were built, schools were built and
canals were dug.”In this way, the Albanian state reportedly «saved in many
expenses».?

Albanian youth largely supported friendly Yugoslav-Albanian relations.
The youth newspaper Rinia wrote: «The economic and cultural development
that is being achieved in Yugoslavia and the very good economic and cultural
relations we have with our neighbor are the main factors for the development
of our young economy, for the progress of our new culture».’During the World
Youth Week, Albanian youth visited Yugoslavia and were delighted that «ev-
eryone inquired about the development of Albanian youth, about building

LAY, 507/ 9, box 1, 1/1-44, 9 February 1946.

2 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. no. 6, sign. 6113, Albanski studenti na nasim univerzite-
tima, 17 November 1945.

3 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. No. 6, sign. 350, Prvi regionalni odsek jugoslovenskom
poslanstvu, 11 January 1946.

4+ AY, 507/9, box 1, 1/1-56, 15 April 1946.

5 DAMFARS, PA, 1946, doc.no. 21, sign. 5793, Josip Derda Ministarstvu inostranih poslova,
20 May 1946.

6 AY, 112-795-796, 1- 2 June 1946.

TAY, 112-799-800, 19 October 1946.

8 AY, 112-798-799, 17 September 1946.

9 AY, 507/9, 1/3-62, Rinia, 6 March 1946.
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the country and similarly».'Upon her return, Liri Belisheva, President of the
Main Board of the People's Youth of Albania, expressed her impressions of
the Yugoslav state as a «state of prosperity and constant work to improve its
own life, without sparing strength and concrete resources to help the vulner-
able«; «Works such as the construction of a youth railway can be accomplished
with so much success only in a country where the people are in power, where
the economy is not in the hands of a few speculators, where the people are free
to build their own existence and where the people fight and win. (...) Although
they also have to save in order to overcome the difficulties they encounter in
their economy, the peoples of Yugoslavia do not hesitate to share their bread
and provide assistance to the injured Albanian population. It is not just a
campaign for help, it is a noble act that shows the compassion of the Yugoslav
people. This gesture proves that the peoples of Yugoslavia consider our misfor-
tune to be their own. This proves that the friendship that binds us is deeply
rooted in the hearts of our peoples. (...) The peoples of Yugoslavia help us on all
occasions, especially in the economic field, which is of vital importance to us».?

After the signing of the Agreement on Friendship and Cooperation, among
other things, work was done on sending Albanian youth to training in Yugo-
slav factories, as well as on admitting Albanian students to Yugoslav facul-
ties. Yugoslav envoy Josip Djerdja demanded a decision from the Yugoslav
government on accepting Albania's best young people to learn trades in Yu-
goslav companies.?

By a special protocol from November 1946, the Yugoslav government un-
dertook to receive a number of Albanian youth, in order to train them for
leadership and work in the economy. Thus, during 1946 (389), 1947 (188)
and 1948 (153), 730 young people came to Yugoslavia who, at the request
of the Albanian government, were assigned to vocational schools, technical
schools in mining, transport, agriculture or as students in the economy, in
the textile, metal, graphic, electrical industry, etc. They were distributed by
republics: 284 students were in Serbia, 334 in Croatia, 75 in Slovenia and 37
in Bosnia and Herzegovina. All expenses related to their education were to be
borne by the Albanian government, but, according to the Yugoslav report, the
obligation to educate them was made by the Yugoslav government with the
same conditions as the students in the FPRY. In addition, there were about
450 Albanian students at Yugoslav universities, more than half of whom
were Yugoslav government scholarship holders (Petranovi¢, 1988, p.148).*
The subsistence of young people in Yugoslavia amounted to about 2,500-3,000
per month per individual, which was a total of 37,500,000, and the Yugoslav
Ministry of Labor paid 51,500,000 dinars for various expenses related to the
reception and accommodation of young people.®

LAY, 507/9, 1/3-62, Rinia, 10 April 1946.

2 AY, 507/9, 1/3-63, Tanjug, 5 December 1946.

3 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc.no 2, sign. 6206, Derda Ministarstvu inostranih poslova,
25 May 1946

4+ AY, 507/9, 1/1-127-242, Privredni odnosi Jugoslavije i Albanije.

5 AY, 50-49-569, Albanija.
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In November 1946, the Yugoslav government awarded 484 scholarships
to young Albanian workers to specialize in various industries.! The Albanian
government asked the Yugoslav government to approve the education of its
youth in Yugoslav companies and vocational schools, which was accepted by
the Yugoslav side.? The conditions were that they knew the Serbian language
and that they had completed four grades of high school or elementary school.?
According to a report from December 1946, the Committee for Schools and
Science of the Government of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia ap-
proved scholarships for 96 students from Albania, 27 of whom were already
in Yugoslavia.*

At the beginning of the new 1947, the entire Albanian press published the
results in the reconstruction and construction of the country from the previ-
ous year. Bashkimi published an article entitled «The Albanian people have the
conditions to move forward towards a better future«, in which, among other
things, it emphasized the importance of voluntary work of Albanian youth.
The youth road Kuks-Piskopeja, Berat-Corovode, Barii-Tepelene and others
was designated there. A significant testimony about the construction of the
Kuks-Piskopeja road, according to Mitrovi¢, was the diary «NOJ» (People's
Youth of Yugoslavia (Narodna omladina Jugoslavije — NOJ). The diary talks
about 242 Yugoslav youths elected on the Bré¢ko-Banovi¢i youth railway who
went to work in Albania. Mitrovi¢ quotes a passage from the diary in his book:

«We woke up and looked in astonishment. We are covered with warm white
quilts. They covered us last night, and we didn't even notice. They got up
earlier and stared at us. They approached us and told us, but we didn't under-
stand each other, and they would like to explain something to us. Finally, our
Shiptars who live in Yugoslavia explained to us that there will be a rally today,
a ceremony on the meadow where our camp will be in the future» (Mitrovi¢,
1997, p. 198).

Yugoslav-Albanian youth cooperation continued also in 1947. In Albania,
propaganda about that issue had been emphasized through films. In 1947,
there were 19 cinemas in Albania. Films that were from Yugoslav production
and that were shown in Albania from April to October 1947 were: New Vic-
tory, Juliska Krajina, Balkanijada, Youth road, In the Footsteps of the 4th
and 5th Offensives, In the Name of the People, Slavica, Strenght and youth.®

Albanian youths stayed in Yugoslavia for work and schooling. Many of
them were employed as students in the economy in Yugoslav companies. They
received 600 dinars and 300 dinars in pocket money in the name of food and

! DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. no. 10, sign. 14512, Komitet za Skole i nauku pri vladi
FNRJ Ministarstvu inostranih poslova, 7 December 1946.

2 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. no. 10, sign. 6293, Skolovanje albanskih omladinaca u
nasim $kolama i preduze¢ima, 5 June 1946.

3 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. no. 10, sign. 6796, Skolovanje albanskih omladinaca u
nasim $kolama i preduzec¢ima, 13 June 1946.

{ DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1946, doc. no. 10, sign. 14512, Komitet za $kole i nauku pri vladi
FNRJ Ministarstvu inostranih poslova, 7 December 1946.

5 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 1, 1947, doc.no. 1, sign. 420833, Poslanstvo FNRJ Ministarstvu inos-
tranih poslova FNRJ, Povratak Envera HodZe i proslava rodendana, 20 October 1947.
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accommodation in the home. A hundred Yugoslav children stayed in a joint
camp with Albanian pioneers, and art troupes were sent to Albania. During
1947, 248 Yugoslav youths visited Albania.! The Ministry of Agriculture of
Slovenia reported in January that 20 girls from Albania could be admitted
to agricultural-domestic schools. The students would have a free accommo-
dation, food and all other possible expenses in the schools.? Also, in Janu-
ary 1947, the Albanian government applied for another 32 scholarships for
its students at Yugoslav universities, but they received an answer from the
Yugoslav authorities that they could not recognize their first semester, so it
would be best for them to come before the new school year.® Somewhat later,
their number was reduced to 20 scholarship holders, because of decline in
Yugoslav-Albanian relations.* In July 1947, the Committee for Schools and
Science of the Government of the FPRY informed the Albanian government
that in the next school year, all Albanian students who would like to study
at Yugoslav universities could enroll. On that occasion, the Yugoslav govern-
ment, for the school year 1947/48, promised about 100 scholarships (hence
all old scholarship holders and plus new ones).> There were cases when some
Albanian youths behaved inappropriately, so the manager of the dorm in
Susak complained that they were undisciplined and that they wanted to «use
the dorm in every way».® Due to complaints about the behavior of some young
people, four officials of the Albanian government arrived to visit them.”

At the meeting in Tirana on 9 July 1947, the Convention on Cultural Co-
operation between Yugoslavia and Albania was signed. It represented a com-
prehensive coordination of cultural and educational work (scholarships for
vocational education, student exchange, courses during the holidays). This
meant, above all, investing efforts in higher education institutions, establish-
ing professorial departments, appointing lecturers for language, literature
and history in order to get to know the other side. It was also planned to
establish a permanent mixed Yugoslav-Albanian commission of 12 members,
which was to be divided into two sub-commissions with headquarters in Bel-
grade and Tirana.®

1 AY, Fund Ministry of Labor of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia (Ministarstvo
rada FNRJ), 25-84-213, Albanski omladinci i radnici u Jugoslaviji.

2 DAMFARS, PA, fol. 2, 1947, doc. 14, sign. 41833, Sef odseka za stru¢no obrazovanje Vida
Cubrilovi¢ Koprivica Ministarstvu inostranih poslova FNRJ, 18 January 1947.

3 DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 15, sign. 4260, Derdin telegram Ministarstvu inostranih
poslova, 7 January 1947.

¢ DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 15, sign. 41224, Ljubo Osterc Ministarstvu inostranih
poslova FNRJ, 21 january 1947.

5> DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 16, sign. 413934, Komitet za $kolu i nauku pri Vladi
FNRJ Ministarstvu inostranih poslova FNRJ, 24 July 1947.

5 DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 15, sign. 2717, Upravitelj doma Tomas Ante Glavnoj
upravi brodogradnje Susak, 25 January 1947.

" DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 15, sign. 4772, 20 March 1947.

8 DAMFARS, PA, 1947, fol. 2, doc. 15, sign.. 417371, Poslanstvo FNRJ Ministarstvu
inostranih poslova FNRJ, Izvestaj o putu predsednika Vlade Albanije, 1 October 1947. About
cultural cooperation between Yugoslavia and Albania, see more: Bondzi¢, 2004, p. 290; Bondzi¢,
2011; Petrovi¢, 2002, pp. 61-87; Slavkovi¢, 2012, pp. 109-128.
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A significant example of Yugoslav-Albanian youth work action was the
construction of a «youth» railway Durres-Elbasan which was of great impor-
tance for traffic communication in Albania. From 6 March 1947, 10,000,000
young people were set aside for the construction of railways, and by 10 Octo-
ber 1947, 582,662 were used. For the railway 25,000,000 were to be used, and
7,572,730 for the payment of the debt to the Ministry of Transport for the
initial works on the construction of the Durres-Elbasan railway. In March, the
first youth brigade left Tirana. The departure was marked solemnly: «A mass
of the world gathered in the central square carrying flags, banners and slo-
gans. The trucks that drove the young people were decorated with Albanian
and Yugoslav flags and decorated with pictures of Enver and Tito».

The construction of the railway in this way was considered «a school that
will educate 12,000 young men and women». During the construction of
the railway, courses for illiterate, collective reading groups and discussion
groups were planned, as well as the arrival of artistic and sports teams.! The
number of participants grew over time, so it amounted to 15,989, of which
the youth of Argirokastra was in the lead with 2,606 applicants, and in the
area of Kuks, where «women were imprisoned due to fanaticism, 505 young
girls applied».2 When the works on this railway started, 35 illiteracy courses
were established, which were attended by 510 young people, and 132 learned
to read and write. Were formed 53 collective reading groups, in which 277
young people participated.?

The press regularly followed what was happening on the Durres-Elbasan
railway. The arrival of young people continued (working group «Bajram
Curi» — 246 young people and 46 girls, working group «Mico Mame» — 275
young people).*A competition was organized in April, so «already in the first
days of the competition, all work brigades exceeded the norm by an average
of 80% , while many young people exceeded it by 350% ».5 The Yugoslav work
brigades worked together with the Albanian «with great enthusiasm». The
slogans «We work here as in our own country» and «The love of Yugoslav and
Albanian youth is boundless» were written on the wagons used by the Yugo-
slav youth and on the walls of their apartments.® In line with the construction
efforts, the Secretariat of the People’s Youth of Albania decided to hold weeks
7—15 June declared «Railway Week».”

In September, a ten-day competition was organized on the railway in honor
of Josip Broz Tito. On that occasion, Liri BeliSeva said in her speech: «Our
youth railway is rightly called the railway of brotherhood. We love Marshal
Tito and his Yugoslavia, because without the help of Marshal Tito and Yugosla-
via, we would not be able to win our independence and freedom. (...) Without

1 AY, 112-807-808, 7 March 1947.
2 AY, 112-807-808, 9 March1947.
3 AY, 112-809-810, 2 April 1947.
+ AY, 112-809-810, 4 April 1947.
® AY, 112-809-810, 12 April 1947.
6 AY, 112-812-813, 28 May 1947.
"AY, 112-813-814, 6 June 1947.
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Tito's help, we would not be able to rebuild the country».! Greeting telegrams
were sent to the Yugoslav President: «Dear Marshal, we, the 13,500 young
builders of the Durres-Elbasan youth railway, send you our warmest greetings.
In close cooperation with Yugoslav technicians and experts, we have achieved
great results in our creative work by overcoming all difficulties. As true broth-
ers, we have committed ourselves together to complete a part of the Durres-
Pecin railway, which is 43 km long, on the day of the Thirtieth anniversary of
the Great October Socialist Revolution. From 11 to 21 September, we will work
with all our strength, in order to achieve new victories in our work».2

In November 1947, on the occasion of the completion of works on this part
of the railway, 14,000 railway builders sent a greeting telegram to Enver Hox-
ha, in which they expressed joy that 35,000 young people, as well as Albanian
and Yugoslav experts, achieved a great victory after eight months of uninter-
rupted work. The telegram further states: «In all competitions and efforts for
the construction of the railway, our Yugoslav brothers were constantly with
us. We received great and direct help from the people of Yugoslavia, without
whom we would not be able to build the railway. Our railroad is the railroad
of the brotherhood of our two peoples. We built the railroad, and the railroad
built us».? At the opening of the railway on 7 November 1947, albanian minis-
ter of the interior, Kochi Dzodze also emphasized Yugoslav assistance and said:
«In the construction of the youth railway, we received great material, profes-
sional and technical assistance from our ally, the FPRY. This railway is specifi-
cally the result of our alliance with Yugoslavia. Albania is lucky to have the
FPRY on its borders, which is a great guarantee for our survival and general
development».* However, there were numerous difficulties that hindered the
progress of the construction of this railway. In order to build a barracks for the
Albanian youth, material was given, although it was supposed to be provided by
the Albanian government. The material that was sent from Yugoslavia was not
unloaded in Durres on time (Dedijer, 1949, p. 185-186). Also, discipline among
young people declined, and some whose voluntary work expired had not been
replaced, so there was a lack of professional staff. (Gacesa, 1990, pp. 102—-105).°
This was also pointed out by the general director of the Railway Construction
Company, engineer A. Heibner. In his report in mid-1947, it was mentioned
nutrition as a special problem. According to the regulations of the health ser-
vice, every young person should had received at least 3,800 calories a day, but
in fact they received 2,500—-3,000 calories. They didn't even have food supplies
in the warehouses. In the canteen in Durres, there was not enough food at the
administration, many items were missing, especially meat.b

LAY, 507/9, 1/3-66, Tanjug, 12 September 1947.

2 AY, 112-819-820, 14 September 1947.

3 AY, 112-824-825, 1 November 1947. Similar slogans of brotherhood and unity were on the
construction of the railway in Yugoslavia, primarily the Br¢ko-Banovi¢i youth railway, which was
opened in November 1946 (Tito, 1947).

1 AY, 112-824-825, 8 November 1947.

> AY, 112-820-821, 16 September 1947.

5 AY, 50-52-320, Izvestaj o celokupnom radu Drustva za gradnju Zeleznice, generalni direktor
A. Huibner, 29 July 1947.
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The attitude towards Yugoslavia and its help began to change. This was
also felt at the level of youth cooperation. In his report on the work in Alba-
nia, the advisor at the albanian Ministry of Industry, Zvonko Vugrin, pointed
out some disagreements that arose in the cooperation between Yugoslavs and
Albanians, and stated that there was talk among the youth: «what should we
do for Yugoslavia».!

After the new situation in the relations between Yugoslavia and Albania in
1948, there were problems in all fields of cooperation, including youth. The
Yugoslav brigade that was on the construction of the Durres-Tirana youth
railway left the construction site and returned to the country. In a letter
from the Yugoslav brigadiers to the General Council of the People's Youth of
Albania, the brigade explained its actions:

«because of the gross insults of the Albanian authorities inflicted on our
state leadership, Marshal Tito and our peoples, which are extremely inhu-
mane — our brigade has decided to leave Albania». Albanian brigadiers, who
left the construction of the Belgrade-Zagreb highway a month earlier, did the
same, citing as a cause «the difficult situation in which the youth and peoples
of Yugoslavia are involved» (Mitrovi¢, 1997, p. 200—-201).

Finally, it should be pointed out that the youth cooperation between Yu-
goslavia and Albania developed in accordance with the good relations between
the two countries. It was paid attention by the party leadership and the youth
leaders supported political and any other type of cooperation. It was propa-
gated through Yugoslav-produced films, which were shown in Albania, by
the stay of Yugoslav youth in Albania, by learning the languages, by open-
ing Yugoslav bookstores in Albania. It included the cooperation of youth
organizations, the organization of joint youth congresses, the specialization
of Albanian young workers in Yugoslav factories, the education of Albanian
students in Yugoslav schools, and the study of Albanian students at Yugoslav
faculties. A special segment of the collaboration was youth voluntary work ac-
tions, in which Albanian young workers, following the example of Yugoslavs,
helped rebuild their country. Also, Yugoslav youths worked on the railways
in Albania. A particularly important example was the construction of the
Durres-Elbasan «youth railway», which emphasized the unity of the two coun-
tries. The intensity of youth cooperation decreased in line with the decline of
Yugoslav-Albanian relations, which collapsed after Albanian support for the
Informbiro resolution and the cessation of all forms of cooperation between
the two countries.
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CanaBrkoBuu Mupuu Boskuisa
IacTuryT HOBiTHBOI icTopii Cepbii
ByJs. Hikome ITacika 11, Beanrpaz, 11000, Pecny6aika Cepbisa

CIIIBIIPAIIA MIJK IOT'OCJIABCBKOIO TA AJIBAHCBKOIO MOJIOA X0
B IIEPIO/J, 1945—-1948 POKIB

Pesrome

ITicna saxinuenna [pyroi cmitoBoi BifiHu IOrocsmaBia i AnmbanHid mouasm akKTHUBHO
cuiBmparmoBaru. Ilignucanaam Yroau mpo apy:x0y B 1946 pomi misxk ngBoma KpaiHamm
IOCATJI BUCOKOT'O PiBHA cHiBIpari B MOJITHUUYHIN, KYyJbTYpHiN, MeAuuHi#, BificbKOBi#
chepax. Aje B:Ke uepes pik — B cepeauni 1947 p. — mouasacs Kpusa B IOrOCJIaBChKO-
anbaHCbKUX BimHocuHax. BoHa OyJsa moB’sizama 3 Bisutom EnBepa Xomki B Mocksy,
B pe3yJabTaTi SKOTO pajsdHChbKe i ajlbaHChbKe KEepPiBHUIITBO CTAjJ0 06e3IlocepenHbo CIIiB-
mparmpoBatu. K Tinpku npuiiHanau Pesosonito Imdopm6Gropo, Anbaria BucTynmmia Ha
ii migTpuMKy i B KpaiHi 3a6yym Ipo IOTOCIABCHKY JOIOMOTY i IBOCTOPOHHIO CIiBIIpa-
mo. Hopmausisamis BigHocus misk FOrocnasieio Ta Asbanieto cranmacs micaa 1955 poky.
CuiBmparlisa Ta OrocJiaBChbKol i ambaHCchbKoi MOJIOAL € ONHUM 3 MO3UTUBHUX aCIeKTiB Bii-
HOCHH MiXx aBoMa Kpaimamu micia [Ipyroi csiToBoi Bifitnu. MosogiskHa oprauisarisa
BRASH B An6anii 6ysa crBopena 3a mogemntio OCAMIO (O6’exHanmit coos aHTu(da-
mucTcbkoi moaoxi IOrocnasii). Hacaigyioun mpukian FOrocsiasii, BoHU Opaju ydacTb
Y BOJIOHTEPCBHKi# MiAJbHOCTI, a TaKOMK y BigHOBJeHHI Kpainu. OmHUM i3 HpUKJIaIiB
coiBIpari Mi’K IOTOCJIaBCHKOIO i aJi0aHCHKOIO MOJOALI0 € OymiBHUIITBO 3ajaisHutli I[yp-
pec — Eanbacan. BiamoBigHO mo cmeriaJbHOTO IPOTOKOJY Bin jaucromaza 1946 poxy
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IOTrOCJIaBCHKUI yPAJ HOTOAUBCA INPUNHATU 0 cebe Kibka mMoJionux Jiogeit 3 Anbamii i
OpraHisyBasB IIiATOTOBKY IIUX KaAPiB A POOOTH B KJIIOYOBUX Traay3ax eKoHomiku. Tak,
3 1946 no 1948 p. B IOrocsaito npubysau 730 monomux Jiomeit, B 1946 pomi — 389,
B 1947 poui — 188 i B 1948 p — 153. Ha npoxanua ypany AubGaHil BOHU BUMJIKCS B
npodeciiHUX yuYuauInax, TexHiKyMaxX 3 TipHUYOI CIIpaBu, TPAHCIOPTY, CiIBCHKOTO T'OC-
oJapcTBa, a TAKOYK IPOXOAWIN HAaBUAHHSA 3a PIBHUMU HAOPAMAaMU, CIENiaTbHOCTAMU
i ranysaM: eKOHOMiKa, TeKCTUJIbHA, MeTasoo0pobHa, rpadiuHa, eJIeKTPOTeXHiYHA IIPO-
MucJoBicTh Ta iH. KpiMm TOro, B 10rocjiaBChbKMUX yHiBepcuTeTax HaBuaiaucsa 0au3bKo 450
ayIbaHChKUX CTYIEHTiB, OijbIlle MOJOBUHU 3 AKUX OYJIU CTUIIEHAiaTaMU IOrOCJIaBCHKOTO
ypany. OmHaK PO3PUB IOrOCJIAaBCHKO-aI0aHCHKUX BiJHOCUH, AKUI IIOYABCA B CepemuHi
1947 pory # mocAr KpuTuuHuX Maciitabis B 1948 poiri, TaKoK BIJIMHYB Ha Ilei acIeKT
cuiBmpari — [orocjiaBchbKa i ajbaHChKa MOJIOAb IIOBEPHYJACA JOAOMY, i TAKUM UMHOM
criBmpaiio 0yJao rmepepBaHoO.

Karouosi caoBa: Asbanisg, CuiBpoOiTHUIITBO, MOJIOAL, MOJOMIMKHA IoJjiTuka, FOro-
caasisa, mepiox micaa Ilpyroi cBiToBol BifiHM.

CaaBkoBunu Mupuu Boxkuna
HNucturyT HOBeilimnieir ucropuu Cepoun
ya. Hukomne ITaceka 11 Bearpan, 11000, Pecriyoniuka Cepbus

COTPYTHHUYECTBO MEK]Y IOTOCJIABCKOM U AJJBAHCKOII
MOJIOJIE:KBIO B IIEPHO]L, 1945—1948 TOJIOB

Pesrome

ITocne okonuanusa Bropoit MmupoBoit BoiiHbl FOrociaBus u AnbGaHusd HavyaId aKTHUBHO
corpyaHuyarth. [loqgnucanuem Coruarmienus o Apy:k6e B 1946 roay nBe cTpaHBI JOCTUTJINA
BBICOKOTO YPOBHSA COTPYAHUUYECTBA B IIOJUTUYECKOH, KYJIbTYPHOH, MEIUIITMHCKOI, BO-
enHoit cepax. Ho y:xe rox cuycrss — B cepegune 1947 r. — Havajica KPUSUC B IOTO-
CJIaBCKO-aJIbaHCKUX oTHOIIeHusaAX. OH ObLI CBsI3aH ¢ BUSUTOM JHBepa XomKu B MOCKBY,
B pe3yJibTaTe KOTOPOTO COBETCKOE M aJI0aHCKOEe DPYKOBOACTBO CTAJI0 HEIIOCPEeACTBEHHO
corpyaHuyaTh. Kak TonbKo npuHanu Pesosmonuio NHGopMOGIOPO, AnbOaHuUs BRICTYINIA B
ee MOJIEePIKKY U B CTpaHe 3a0bLIN [IPO I0r0CJIaBCKYIO IIOMOIIL U JBYCTOPOHHEE COTPYJHU-
yecTBo. Hopmanusanusa orHomenuit mesxay IOrocaaBueii u AnbaHueil IpousoIIlia Iocie
1955 roma. CoTpyaHMYECTBO MEXKJY IOTOCJIAaBCKONM M aJIGAHCKON MOJIOAE)KbIO SIBJISIOCH
OHUM U3 IOJIO}KUTEIbHBIX ACIIEKTOB OTHOIIIEHUI MEXKAY IBYMs CTpaHaMu mocje Bropoit
MUpPOBOI Bo¥HbI. MosonesxkHaa opranusanuad BRASH B Anbanuu 6blia co3gaHa IO MO-
neau OCAMIO (O6bequHEHHBIN c0I03 aHTUdAITUCTCKOI Mostoaes:ku FOrocnasum). Cienys
npumepy IOrociaBuy, OHY IPUHUMAIYN YIACTHE B BOJOHTEPCKOH [eATEIbHOCTH, & TAKKe
B BOCCTAHOBJIeHUU CTpaHbl. OMHUM U3 IPUMEPOB COTPYAHUUECTBA MEXKIY IOTOCJIABCKOMN
u aab0aHCKOM MOJIOJEKbIO SIBJISIJIOCH CTPOUTEIBCTBO Keae3Hoi poporu I[yppec — Juanba-
caH. B cooTBeTCTBUM CO CIIEIMAJbHBIM ITPOTOKOJOM OT HOs0psaA 1946 roma rorociaaBcKoe
IPaBUTEJILCTBO COIJIACUJIOCH IMPUHATH K cebe OIpeesieHHOe YKCJIO MOJOBIX JIIoAel u3
AnbGaHuy 1 OPraHM30BaJIO IIOATOTOBKY 9TUX KAAPOB AJIA PAOOTHL B KJIIOUEBBIX OTPACIAX
sxoHoMukKu. Tak, ¢ 1946 mo 1948 r. B IOrocnasuio npubeiau 730 MOJIOABIX JIIOMET —
B 1946 rony — 389, B 1947 rogy — 188 u B 1948 r. — 153. Ilo npocsbe mpaBUTEb-
crBa AJsIGaHUM OHU YUYUINUCH B IPO(GECCHOHATIBHBIX YUMJIUINAX, TEXHUKYMaX TOPHOTO
[eJjia, TPAHCIIOPTA, CEIbCKOTO XO3SCTBA, a TAKIKe IPOXOAUIN 00yUeHue 10 Pa3HbIM Ha-
IpaBJIEHUAM, CIEIUAJIbHOCTAM U OTPACIAM: SKOHOMUKE, TeKCTUJIBHOI, MeTaLIooopaba-
THIBAIOIIEl, rpad)uuecKoil, sJIEKTPOTeXHUYECKON ITPOMBINIJIEHHOCT! U Ap. Kpome Toro,
B IOTOCJIaBCKUX YHUBEPCUTETaX YUUJIUCh OK0J0 450 anbaHCKUX CTYyIeHTOB, 6oJiee IO-
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JIOBUHBI U3 KOTOPBIX SBJISJINCH CTUIEHAMATAME OrOCJIABCKOTO ImpaBuTeabcTBa. OgHAKO
pasphIB IOTOCJIABCKO-aJIOAHCKUX OTHOIIIEHUH, KOTOPBIA HavyajcA B cepenune 1947 roma u
IOCTUT KPUTUUECKUX MacimiTaboB B 1948 romy, Takske IOBJIUAJ HA 3TOT aCIEKT COTPYI-
HUYeCTBAa — IOTOCJAaBCKasA U ajibaHCKasA MOJIOAEKDb BEPHYJACh NOMOIi, M TAaKUM 00pasoM
COTPYAHUYECTBO OBLIO ITPEPBAHO.

Karouessie cioBa: AnbGamusi, COTPYAHUYECTBO, MOJIOAEKb, IOTOC/IaBUA, IEPUOL II0-
cie Bropoii MUpPOBOII BOMHEI.
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